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FROM THE RECTOR

PETER’S PENSE

Daniel J. Boorstin, the distinguished University of
Chicago historian and articulate Librarian of Congress
wrote in The Image: A Guide to Pseudo-Events in
America (1961):

When we pick up our newspaper at breakfast, we
expect, we even demand that it bring us momentous
events since the night before. We turn on our car
radio as we drive to work and expect "news" to have
occurred since the morning paper went to press.
Returning in the evening, we expect our house not only to shelter us, to keep us

warm in the winter and cool in the summer, but to relax us, to dignify us, to
O encompass us with soft music and interesting hobbies, to be a playground, a

theater, and a bar. We expect our two week vacation to be romantic, exotic,
cheap, and effortless. We expect a faraway atmosphere if we go to a nearby
place; and we expect everything to be relaxing, sanitary, and Americanized if we
go to a faraway place. We expect new heroes every month, a new literary mas-
terpiece every week, a rare sensation every night. . . .\We expect everything and
anything. We expect the contradictory and the impossible. We expect compact
cars which are spacious; luxurious cars which are economical. . . . We expect to
eat and stay thin, to be constantly on the move and ever more neighborly . . . to
revere God and to be God. Never have people been more the masters of their
environment. Yet never has a people been more deceived and disappointed. For
never has a people expected so much more than the world could possibly offer.

Jesus cautioned about trying to serve God and Mammon. Boorstin gives us credit for
the capacity to create perfect fakes, places like Disney World. People prefer the neo-
prene animals to the real animals. Often we cannot tell one from another. Why would
the religious sphere be any different in a time when events don’t happen, they are cre-
ated for consumption. The religion bidness (and surely that is largely what it has be-
come) is susceptible to the following gloss: "The religion (sic) business is a cruel and
shallow money trench, a long plastic hallway where thieves and pimps run free, and

good men die like dogs. There's also a negative side.” --Hunter S. Thompson
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
Noam Chomsky is pretty suspect in a lot of quarters and he is a smart man. He noticed:

A poll revealed that 'faith in God is the most important part of American's lives.' Forty percent said
‘they valued their relationship with God above all else’; 29 percent chose 'good health' and 21 per
cent 'happy marriage.' Satisfying work was chosen by 5 percent, respect of people in the community
by 2 percent. That this world might offer basic features of a human existence is hardly to be
contemplated. These are the kinds of results one might find in a shattered peasant society."

Given all this I will take my favorite theologian into retirement:
From George Carlin:
"The day after tomorrow is the third day of the rest of your life."
Under the Mercy,

Peter

FROM THE ASSISTANT’S DESK

Dear Ones,

My job isn’t always easy. Some days it is downright difficult. It didn’t used to be that
way. Time was that | could call St. Mary’s to find out if they had any Episcopalians
listed, and if so, who. Even on a busy day I could find out if I needed to set aside time
to visit someone at the hospital. Athens Medical Regional Center wasn’t quite as
helpful. 1 had to actually drive over and check the list, but so long as the computer
had it right, the information was all there.

Those days are gone. All the new restrictions about sharing information make it
increasingly difficult to find out if any of this flock is at the hospital. Between the
renovations, the privacy guidelines, and the chaplains’ office being closed, St. Mary’s doesn’t make the
information available anymore. Thankfully ARMC’s system hasn’t changed, but it still requires a roundtrip
to the hospital.

Between all the red tape and the fact that in the near run we will be short staffed, | could really use your help.
If you schedule surgery or a procedure at the hospital, please call and let us know. And if through the course
of life you find yourself there unexpectedly, please alert us or have a loved one do it for you. | would hate for
anyone to languish unvisited at either of our esteemed medical facilities .

Also, as we head into 2005 | hope you will make a resolution to pray for the Vestry and Staff of this parish and
for our life together during this in-between time. In his many letters St. Paul talks about the already/not yet
tension of life: God’s Kingdom is here now, yet at the same time it is not fully realized. | pray that this
in-between time will give us opportunities to face that paradox together.

In his Name,

Mo. Mandy+

(Continued on page 3)
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Prayer has crossed my path a lot lately. John and I have been praying together

each night in the Advent devotions. Just this morning it spoke out in the form

of the Advent calendar that was given to us in the December Tower (December

13 begins, “Need some help with prayer?”) | recently spent an entire weekend

. W sharing ideas about prayer and praying with middle schoolers and their leaders
~ | at the Jr. DYC retreat (you can read Johnny Miller’s description of the week-

/ ~ end on page 11). | am starting to notice a theme here...

q a8 At the Jr. DYC retreat, we explored all different types of prayer. The chapel
was transformed with masses of candles and with icons, with cushy pillows to sit on and pray. We
prayed through writing as we created prayer flags. We prayed with prayer beads. We prayed through
movement and breath. It was something else to witness those young people as they tried these methods
out, and it became a haven for me in the midst of the rush that threatens to consume the Advent season.

| was asked to lead a workshop on yoga. | am enthusiastic about yoga, so | readily accepted. But then
came the guestion: how is yoga connected with prayer? | was surprised to find that I really had to mull
over this to come to a response worthy of sharing with the group. So I sought help in a great book from
Maggie Napoli, The Idiot’s Guide to Yoga For Kids. There | read, “Yoga isn’t religious, but it is spiri-
tual.” What a concept! That was the push to get the synapses firing. Practicing the movements and
breathing of yoga helps me to slow down, to stop running through my ever-expanding to-do list, and to
notice the present moment. What gifts God has given us in this very moment! Life, breath, community,
quiet, senses to take in creation, physical being to do God’s work in the world... I’m sure you can add
many others. This observance of the present moment unfolds into thanks and praise for these blessings,
and becomes a prayer in itself.

There are so many ways to communicate with God. This is one that works for me. What tools of
prayer work for you?
Kat

(4 e S\e IS S\ e I E‘>\(\Q/ I
(Continued from page 2)

MOTHER MANDY

P.S. As this goes to press, my mother's surgery is scheduled for December 20th. My youngest brother
and I will be with her at the hospital, with another brother and his family joining us for Christ-

mas. Thank you all for your care and concern. As always, | covet your prayers. (Her name is
Amanda.)
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THE PARISH AND BEYOND

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY AT EMMANUEL

THE ROAD TO ENFAMIL INADVENT

“One of our families needs Enfamil tonight.” The call from Lee came. “Would you be able to bring some
to her?” “Sure,” | said. Let’s see, Enfamil powder, liquid, flavors, can or bottle? What color is the label?
Having never been a formula person, | needed detailed instructions. Living in the neighborhood, | ran to
the nearest, larger grocery. Where is your baby formula? Aisle 9. Enfamil with iron, lactose free, large or
small. What | was shocked by was the cost - $4.35 for a small can of concentrate. How do families afford
this stuff? (Food stamps the checkout lady told me later). | picked up four cans and ran to the express
checkout, which is where this journey for me was really headed.

All week long I had been unsettled. The war in Irag had finally become personal for me. A neighbor boy
who our family had befriended had moved away to another side of town. He was always bright, smart, did
well in school, was willing to work a part time job in high school for the extra expenses he needed. He,
however, never had from what we could see very much family support — life always appeared somewhat
unstable at his home. We always hoped he would be would be recognized with a scholarship and make it
out of his tight existence.

Last week he drove by our house and stopped at the corner. We barely recognized him. He was all grown
up but still with a boy-like face. His head had been shaved, and his expression seemed to have both fear
and laughter at the same time, or that was what | saw. He spoke to Allen to let him know that he had just
joined the Army. He was making his rounds in his old neighborhood. He drove off without out our getting
his address. | literally ran after the car but he got away. | wanted to know his address. | wanted to be able
to write to him. | wanted to be an anchor for his return. Did he have any idea what he was getting into?
He appeared to be a true Innocent.

So, he had been on my mind all week; how was | going to reach him? He was not on my mind at the check-
out line Monday night, as | was discussing the cost of Enfamil with the woman at the register. Just then an
arm reaches over and waves. It was him! The Innocent. | yelled, ‘I have been trying to will you to come
back by our house all week and here you are!” So we talked and exchanged addresses at the checkout line.

| felt 1 had been given a true gift in our synchronistic meeting. We connected on the crossroad to Enfamil.

| believe God made the connection, but | had to be in the right place.

Merry Reetz Stovall

SPRING PLANS FOR INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

INF will host at Emmanuel again the week after Easter. Do you have an extra hour in the mornings 7-8 to
drive a van to assist families getting to school or the center or day care? Or an extra hour 5-6 P.M. to drive
the van one evening during the week from the day center to Emmanuel? If so, consider volunteering your
time in transportation.
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JANUARY YOUTH ACOLYTE SCHEDULE JANUARY LEM SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. service 11:15 a.m. service 8:00 9:00 11:15
January 2nd
January 2nd Betsy Turner (R) Elizabeth Curtis (NVR)  Larry Hymo (NVR)

Adam Bewley, Captain
Meg Winthrop, Asst. Capt.

Myra Blackmon

Anne Brightwell (R)

John Ballard (R)

The Rev. Peter Courtney
Rector

The Rev. Mandy Brady
Assistant to the Rector

Kat Ballard
Director of Christian

Formation with Children
and Youth

Clergy and Staff

Melissa Fulcher
Director
of
Administration

Scott Godwin
Director of Music

Amy Wraga

Director of the Day

School

Karen Holland
Director of Finan

Michael Fulche
Sexton

ministries.

. Jay Shinn Nancy McDuff
Palmer Hicks ;
Collin Hicks Bill Connerat
Jason Miller January 9th
Johnny Miller America Abbott (R) Chrissy Marlowe (NVR) Frank Farrar (NVR)
January 9th January 9th Steve Hall Andy Simmonds Ellen Cowne (R)
Andy Jarrett, Captain Ben Galis and Robin Bewley Keith Cowne
Brooks McAlister and Bobby Gipson, Co-Capts. Debra Harden
Bess Gaby, Asst. Capts. Trey Harden, Asst. Capt.
Hays Sligh Laura Leigh Fox _ January 16th _
Ans|ey McAlister Catherine Cofer Bill Connerat (R) LaBau Bryan (NVR) Jane Kidd (NVR)
Jason Miller Carter Ball Betsy Turner Polly Connerat (R) Claire Gaus
Billy Seward Vince Howard Andy Simmonds
January 16th Nancy McDuff
Jay Tison, Captain
Jessica Sams, Asst. Capt. January 23rd
Scott Moore America Abbott (R)  Linda Dodson (NVR)  Janet Robertson
Allison Howard Nancy McDuff Myra Blackmon (R) (NVR)
Elizabeth Gibb Jay Shinn Keith Cowne (R)
Kaity Gibb Jim Wahlers Ellen Cowne
January 23rd January 23rd January 30th
Alex Odom and Lauren Adam Bewley, Captain | groe Haj| (R) Mark Dodson (NVR)  Larry Hymo (NVR)
Nickerson, Co-Capts. John Stovall, Asst. Capt. | gjj| connerat Anne Brightwell (R)  Polly Connerat (R)
Kathryn Woodruff Margaret Gaby Debra Harden America Abbott
Ryan WllllamS ‘]Ohnny Mlller Vince Howard
Samantha Nickerson Henry Terrell
Elliott Woodruff McKey Terrell
é]:rT Lg;ﬁgg::j Healing Service_s
Bobbv—Gipson, Co-Capts. January 5th Anne B_rlghtwell
Trey Harden, Asst. Capt. January 12th A_ndy Simmonds
Laura Leigh Fox January 19th Bill C_onnerat
Catherine Cofer January 26th America Abbott
Carter Ball
Billy Seward
CHURCH DIRECTORY THE TOWER

The purpose of The Tower is to
inform Emmanuel’s members of
who we are and what we do as a
faith community. Members are
encouraged to submit material
they feel will both enlighten and
inform others about Emmanuel’s

Submissions go _di-

rectly to Melissa Fulcher in the

ce office.

r

Blue Wood, Editor
February deadline

is Friday,

January 14, at 5:00 p.m.




JANUARY 2005

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 SECOND 3 4 5 6 The 7 8
SUNDAY AFTER Epiphany

CHRISTMAS

i Church Office 10:00
8:00 . closed. Natural Spirituality
Holy Eucharist, | 5:30
9:00 Eucharist, Il Healing Service
10:15 Christian Ed. with Holy Eucharist
11:15 Eucharist, 11 . .
12:30 NS Journey 6:00 Supper 7.8(10 hen Minist

5-7:00 EYC 6:45—9:00 54092 en Al\ms ry

Christmas Party Choir Rehearsals rince Avenue
9 EPIPHANY I |10 11 12 13 14 15
8:00

Holy Eucharist, | . . .
9'OOyEucharist I 11:00°12:30 10:00 11:00

- narist, fi, Bible Study at | Natural Spiritualit Weddi

ith Baptism, and ; P y edding

’ 540 Prince Ave. 5:30 5:00 Segrest / Freeze

Children’s Sermon
10:15 Christian Ed.
11:15 Eucharist, 11
12:30 NS Journey
3:00 EYC leaders
5-7:00 EYC

(Rite 13 cooks)

Healing Service
ith Holy Eucharist
6:00 Supper

6:45—9:00
Choir Rehearsals

February
Tower Deadline

6:00
Wedding Rehearsal
Segrest / Freeze

12:30 NS Journey

5-7:00 EYC

(Stovall & Gibb
families cook)

Choir Rehearsals
7:00 Vestry meets
540 Prince Avenue

16 EPIPHANY Il |17 18 19 20 21 22
8H:OIO Eucharist. | 11:00 Eucharistat |11:00 Eucharistat | Vestry Retreat Vestry Retreat
9_%8’ Eucharl_st, I Church Office  [10:00 Arbor Terrace Lanier Gardens at at
1015 éjﬁ _atr_ls ' closed. Natural Spirituality |5:30 Camp Vestry Camp Mikell
111 nistian £d. Healing Service  |1:00 DAR in
: . o ith Holy Eucharist| Common Room
Holy Eucharist, Il 7:00 Spiritual 6:00 Supper
12:30 NS Journey Autobiography  |5-:45-9:00 7:00
5:00 EYC 540 Prince Avenue | Choir Rehearsals | Stephen Ministry
(Padawans cook)
23 EPIPHANY 111 |24 25 26 27 28 29
Vestry Retreat
- 5:30
:00 Euch | . .
oro0 Euchanist | l1:00—12:30  |10:00 Healing Service
10'.15 Christian’ Ed Bible Study at | Natural Spirituality with Holy Eucharist EYC EYC
11115 Eucharist ”' 540 Prince Ave. 6:00 Supper Retreat at Retreat at
. ' 6:45—9:00 Camp Mikell Camp Mikell

30 EPIPHANY IV

8:00 Eucharist, |
9:00 Eucharist, Il
9:00 Family
Eucharist, Christian
Connection

10:15 Christian Ed.
11:15 Eucharist 11
12:30 NS Journey
2:00 EYC retreaters
return

31

11

:00—12:30
Bible Study at
540 Prince Ave.

N2

<

\o

1\
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Harber, Mary Helen

Welch, Sam
Richardson, Stewart S., Jr.

Wood, Blue Calhoun (Blue)
Thompson, Steffney Rae
Staiger, Dick

Davis, Mercer

Thompson Robert E., 111
Sullivan, Jerry

Slate, Mackinlee

Landers, James Lawson
Jowdy, Millicent McKendry
Hardman, William Jr.

Foss, Stephani Emily Louise

Rockwell, William Spencer

Rizer, Shielia
de Haseth, Leslie

Bush, Jane Crane

Cook, Scott

Northrup, Christopher Michael
Allen, Adrian

Doherty, Jud

Pannell, Sylvia Jo Hillyard

Moore, Beegee

Lee, Anne Schacht
Hendrick, Michael

Estes, Elizabeth
Colvin, Mary B.

Cabaniss, Ann Cox
Plumb, Darris H.

18

20

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Wood, Norman
Dearing, Martha (Bette)
Tedder, Sherri Baker
Dodson, Graham

Ward, Robert B., Jr.

Cline, James Patrick
Kahlstorf, Charles Crawford

Rockholt, Sharon
Shepley, Russell
Bunting, Nicholas Hayes

Peters, Sarah Mullins
Lassiter, Debra Marlene
Doherty, Allison
Doherty, Emily

Sanford, Sara

Carlisle, Olivia Bloomfield
Gaby, Sherry
Alexander, Sunil Manuel

Harshman, Dorothy Margaret
Magill, Daniel
Stewart, Ansley

Seward, Teresa
Brewer, Michael Alan

McCartney, Marifrances
Tuggle, Mary Elizabeth

Napoli, Joseph Stephen
Goodwin, Scott
Cofer, Catherine Jean

Matthews, Rhoda
Gibson, Frances

Fulcher, Melissa
Williams, Lara Alexander

Gatchell, Florence Shultz
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»%« CHILDREN AND YOUTH

CALENDAR FOR CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

Sunday, January 2:
o 9 am service: Children’s Chapel & Children’s Liturgy
0 10:15 am: Sunday School
0 5-7 pm: EYC Christmas Party!

Friday, January 7-Sunday, January 9:
o Senior DYC retreat at Camp Mikell

Sunday, January 9:
0 9am service: Children’s Sermon
0 10:15-11:00 am: Sunday School
0 3:00 pm: EYC leaders’ meeting
0 5-7pm: EYC (Rite 13 cooks; 5-7:30 pm)

Sunday, January 16:
0 9am service: Children’s Chapel & Children’s Liturgy
0 10:15-11:00 am: Sunday School
0 5-7 pm: EYC (Padawans cook; 5-7:30 pm)

Sunday, January 23:
o 9 am service: Children’s Chapel & Children’s Liturgy
10:15-11:00 am: Sunday School
11:15-1:15 pm: EYC leaders’ meeting
5-7 pm: EYC (Stovall & Gibb families cook)

Friday, January 28-Sunday, January 30:
0 EYC retreat at Camp Mikell!

Sunday, January 30:
o0 9 am service: Family Eucharist in Christian Connection
o 10:15-11:00 am: Sunday School (for 3 years-5" grade only)
0 2:00 pm: EYC retreaters return
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DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2005-2006

Save the date! Registration for the 2005-2006 school year is fast approaching.

Friday, January 28" Open House 10:00 to 11:30 am

Tuesday, February 8™:  9:00 am Common Room
Registration for parishioners, siblings of current and former students,
children of students

Thursday, February 10™: 9:00 am common room
Registration for the general public

Please visit the website for additional information about classes offered and tuition rates. Please feel free to
call the day school office with any questions or to schedule a tour.

Amy Wraga

Director

NEWS FROM THE BETHLEHEM MARKETPLACE

Bethlehem Marketplace begins a new unit on January 2", titled “Let There Be Light!” “In the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth...” So begins the story of creation, which is told at the beginning of
each workshop in this unit. Our Kindergarteners-5" graders will spend each of four Sundays experiencing
the creation story in a new way, through art, story, gardening, singing, and other “creative” mediums!
Please take time to ask a child what she did in Sunday School... chances are, you’ll hear some enthusiastic
answers!

On January 30 we begin the unit of “The Miracles of Jesus”. We still have a few openings for unit teach-
ers, so if you would like to spend 4 Sundays learning with our children, please don’t hesitate to contact
Kat Ballard (543-1294 x 206 or katballard@charter.net)

FAMILY EUCHARIST

January has five Sundays and there will be a Family Eucharist on January 30" at 9 am in the Christian
Connection. This service is geared toward families with 3-year-olds through fourth graders, although any-
one may take part! The service replaces Children’s Chapel and Children’s Liturgy for the day.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR EMMANUEL’S
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

It will be held the week of July 18" from 9 am to 12 noon. Be sure to save the date...we will need all of
our children to participate, our youth to support the program, and our adults to volunteer. Look for more
information in coming newsletters!

VBS Directors: Georgia Collier, Jackie Anderson, Kat Ballard
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[
THE THIRTY-HOUR FAMINE

The youth groups of Emmanuel and St. Gregory the Great Episcopal Churches teamed up on November
19-20 to do a 30-Hour Famine. This was experiential learning at its best, and here is what the participants
had to say about the experience:

“Not eating for 30 hours has made me feel hungry in a physical way, but also in tune. There’s a sense of
connection to everyone else and to what’s around me.”

“Not eating for 30 hours has made me feel mostly hungry and tired, and now | fully appreciate what some
people have to go through.”

“The most impacting part of the weekend was the way we all looked forward to juice time (taken every few
hours). It made me think about how real this is and how much good a little bit can do.”

“God is telling me... that true fasting is helping others, rather than depriving yourself.”

“God is telling me... that if we remember to help, to love and care for one another, then our own worries
and troubles may become less of a burden to us and we will realize the power of the Lord to care for us all.”

Together the Emmanuel participants raised $650 in sponsorships, which was given to the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network for the groceries and supplies that Emmanuel will use for its guests. Many thanks go to the
participants and to the folks that supported them through prayer, transportation, and sponsorships!

Kat Ballard
ANOTE OF THANKS

On November 5" Emmanuel opened its doors to the youth delegates to the Diocesan Council. These youth
spent the night in the Christian Connection, which gave them time to get to know one another outside of the
Council gatherings. Kim Smith, the Youth Coordinator for the diocese, sent the following letter after the

group’s stay:

“Kat, Thank you very much for letting the youth delegates have a
lock-in at Emmanuel during Council. They had a great time and actu-
ally got some sleep! | appreciate all your help with planning prior to
the event. Please pass my gratitude along to the rest of the Emmanuel
parish and staff. In Christ, Kim”’

EMMAUS HOUSE UPDATE:

Thanks to everyone who helped to make The Emmaus House out-
reach project a success! On December 8, several adults and children
met after Wednesday night dinner to decorate and filled bags with all
types of items for needy children in the Atlanta area. We were
successful in collecting 45 bags for this great cause! Thanks againto
all of you who donated items, time, and support in helping to make
these children’s Christmas a little brighter.

Happy Holidays!
Cathy Cofer
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JUNIOR DYC RETREAT
A SUCCESS

On December 3-5, | went to a Jr.
DYC retreat at Camp Mikell. It
was three days of great fun! The
theme of this year's retreat was
"You've got to PRAY just to make
it today!" We did tons of activities
like yoga, hiking, singing, and
praying. To finish off the week-
end we had a 70's theme dance. At
the retreat | learned that it's great
to pray wherever you are and at
any time. | would like to pray
more often because it makes me
feel calmer. | would like to rec-

DYC participants from Emmanuel pose at the Disco Dance ommend these retreats to anybody

who thinks they might want to go

(Jr. DYC is open to all 6™-8" graders & Sr. DYC to all 9"-12" graders). 1 am glad | got to go to the re-
treat, and | am glad to be an Episcopalian. We have lots of fun! There is an all Emmanuel EYC retreat
coming up on January 28-30 and I think that anyone who can go should.

Johnny Miller

RETREAT TIME B
AGAIN!

EYC youth: it’s time to retreat!
You are invited to take part in
the EYC retreat at Camp Mikell
on January 28-30. All youth
ages 6"-12" grades are wel-
come, no matter whether you
regularly participate in Sunday - “
School or EYC. At the retreat, | o AP
we’ll spend time playing, _ '-_k_ g 1 ,?
praying, hanging out, singing, i‘ S a5
-.,

- :I-:"l": -
¥

worshiping, and hanging from '*’
the trees (in the ropes course!). *;If
If you haven’t yet registered, |- e
contact Kat a.s.a.p. at 543-1294 | ﬁ f‘;
x 206 or katballard@charter.net *

oy A
" = TEAAEy
il
-

Kathryn Woodruff flies through the air on the zip line.



TRANSITIONS

To Emmanuel Births Vestry
Kelley Moul Beckett Jennings Ramsay Lee Albright
from son of i
_ ) _ Robin Bewle
First Baptist Church Tami and Robert Ramsay Butch Bushy
Hart, Ml Allison Clements

Laura Cofer,

Junior Warden
Death
From Emmanuel eains Lee Gaby,

Senior Warden

i Larry Varnadoe McLeod
Sherry Ttlérnlpseed y Amrey Harden
Athens First United Methodist Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, Yiren Howard
Athens. GA And let light perpetual shine upon them. David Kidd
: Robin Krause

Penny McLanahan
Tom Odom
Jay Shinn
Brian Tison
David Woodruff
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